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About the farm
Rectory Farm is situated south of the village of Water Stratford Buckinghamshire, just across the 
bridge over the River Great Ouse. It is a 150 acre mixed farm with the main focus on livestock 
rearing with 550 ewes and 30 suckler cows. Alongside this there are 50 acres of arable production 
including wheat, winter oats and barley. The River Great Ouse meanders through traditional water 
meadows forming the northern boundary and the farm is bisected by a disused railway line giving a 
variety of habitats. The southern part of the farm is on high ground with wonderful views of Stowe 
and Oxfordshire.

Sheep
The sheep fl ock consists of 550 ewes which are North Country and Suffolk Cross Mules with 
Charollais and Suffolk rams. These are split into two fl ocks, lambing in early February and late 
March. All lambs are sold through our local livestock market.

Cattle
The suckler cow herd consists of 30 cows that are mostly Simmental and South Devon. They calve 
in March and April to an Aberdeen Angus bull. All calves are reared on the farm and sold fi nished 
at approximately two years old to Dovecote Park the dedicates meat supplier to Waitrose.



2

Supporting education
Directions- fi nding the farm
From the roundabout junction with the A421 and A4421 at Finmere market site, take the single 
carriageway road signposted to Tingewick. On entering Tingewick village turn left at the mini 
roundabout, signposted to Water Stratford, and follow the road for approximately half a mile. 
Rectory Farm is the SECOND farm on the right hand side at the bottom of the hill, turn right over 
the cattle grid and follow the concrete road into the yard. Grid Reference SP 654 340.

Farm visits
The farm owners, George and Ann Eaton, 
have been hosting educational visits for some 
12 years. Initially, this mainly involved local 
interest groups, such as brownies, young 
farmers and conservation volunteers, coming 
to the farm for an evening during the summer. 
However, in 2003, when the Countryside 
Educational Visits Accreditation Scheme 
(CEVAS) was introduced for farmers wishing to 
host school visits, George was one of the fi rst to 
obtain this nationally recognised qualifi cation 
which is endorsed by the Government. A visit 
to his farm can be an integral part of the National Curriculum for all ages; he is able to enthral 
young people with his knowledge about farming and the environment. He has worked closely with 
FACE to create an excellent and safe learning experience. George has also obtained an extension 
qualifi cation covering Work Place Learning and Work Experience.

Over the last three years, however, Rectory 
Farm has developed much stronger links with 
local primary schools and now hosts more than 
50 visits per year. To support this work the farm 
has developed a new pond dipping platform, 
three new woodland areas (each of which has 
been adopted by a local primary school) and a 
large bird watching hide.
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The classroom facility
Opened in Spring 2011, Rectory Farm now has a purpose built classroom facility for schools and 
groups to use when visiting the farm. The the building consists of a large teaching room, small 
kitchen, boys, girls and disabled toilets complete with shower.
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Risk assessment
An up to date risk assessment should be undertaken prior to any visit based on the following:

HAZARD ACTION TO BE TAKEN

General Safety  Speak to the children about all safety issues at the beginning of visit. 
Stress the importance of staying together and not wandering off.

Trailer rides  Ensure children hold on to side of trailer and make sure back gate is 
securely fastened.

Machinery  Ensure children are kept away from machinery unless strictly 
supervised.

Animals  Children to be quiet and not run near animal yards.
Ensure no children enter the cattle yards.
Ensure children wash hands after touching animals.
Pregnant ladies should not visit the farm during the lambing season.

Gates/haystacks Do not allow children to climb on gates, fences or haystacks

Electric fences Warn children about electric fences and ideally turn them off.

River/pond Very close adult supervision is needed when near the river/pond.

Chemicals and medicines Ensure all chemicals and medicines are locked away.

Children getting lost Take regular head counts and register before departure.

Hygiene  Make sure teachers and children wash their hands before eating or 
drinking and before leaving the farm.

Parking  Buses/cars to be parked and children dropped off and collected as 
directed on the day.

Suitable clothing should always be worn. Warm, waterproof coats and wellingtons in the winter 
and boots or trainers in the summer (sandals are never acceptable). Sun hats and sun screen are 
essential in the summer.

A fi rst aid kit is available but teachers are responsible for ensuring pupils have their necessary 
asthma treatments etc.

Health & safety
1.  Perhaps most important is general hygiene particularly with younger children at lambing time. 

Hot water and soap is available in the farm buildings and farm house. Staggered use can avoid 
long, queues.

2. Pregnant women should avoid visiting the farm at lambing time.

3.  The river has steep banks by the bottom meadows particularly. The ponds are good for pond 
dipping but the depth of water changes through the seasons.

4. Electric fences will be switched off but children need to be aware.

5. Ewes can be protective to newly born lambs and care should be taken around all livestock.
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Teachers’ notes & suggested activities
As a working farm, Rectory Farm can make use of its resources and facilities in many different 
ways that link to the curriculum. Indeed, pre-visits by teachers and voluntary group leaders are an 
important means of tailoring the provision for an individual group’s needs. Examples of activities 
carried out during school visits include:

River studies - investigating changes in characteristics of the river such as speed, shape and load 
(geography).

Life cycles - learning about different freshwater plants and animals through pond dipping (science)

Farming history - comparing old handle-turned sheep shearing machines with the more modern 
technology used today (history)

Farm machinery - learning about how various pieces of farm equipment are operated and maintained 
(design and technology)

Lambing - observing the lambing pens and learning about how lambs are born and looked after 
(various subjects)

Trailer ride - looking at various features of the farm such as the suckler cows, river meanders and 
ewes and lambs (various subjects).

Besides curriculum links, the key aims behind the farm’s educational work is ‘to try to get children 
to look at where their food comes from’. Coupled with this is a desire to make visitors aware that 
farming is a business.

We hope this pack will give you an idea of our farm and its activities. Please come and have a look 
round before organising a school visit. By riding on the farm quad and trailer it is easy to see the 
whole farm quite quickly. Wellington boots are essential, as is a warm jacket of some sort. In the 
spring and autumn, young children particularly need warm clothing. With a little planning, some 
activities like sheep shearing, and crayfish catching can be organised. During the winter when cattle 
and sheep are housed, children need to be quiet when first approaching animals as they can get a 
shock from sudden noises.

General fi eld studies
Children should use their eyes and observe the physical features and the wildlife. They could also 
record, draw or photograph things of particular interest in their natural state, which will add interest. 
With small groups the chance to badger watch in the summer may be possible. Close observation of 
plant leaves, flowers, butterflies or listening to bird and animal calls are valuable experiences which 
may precipitate a desire to know more.

Walks & trails
Many different walks can be done round the farm and Mr Eaton will be very happy to help. They 
can  be tailored to different groups.

Sketching, painting & photography
Many different walks can be done round the farm and Mr Eaton will be very happy to help. They 
can  be tailored to different groups.
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Mapwork
The farm provides opportunities for mapping exercises on a large or small scale. For example, farm 
maps of the whole site showing all the different thing’s of interest or a simple plan showing the layout  
of the old buildings, where the animals were kept and feed was stored.

Livestock
There are many opportunities for close contact with animals, particularly cows and sheep. Lambs 
being, born, lambs feeding, seeing how animals grow as some obvious studies about life and 
death processes.

Buildings
Please feel free to use both sets of buildings for studying materials, structures, design etc. There may  
be a chance for some students to help with hedge planting or a similar activity.

Machinery
There are opportunities to take a closer look at agricultural machinery, as a basis for design or as an 
introduction to levers and hydraulics. The sheep weigh crate and the mobile drafting race would be 
useful tools for putting across the importance of safety.
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The river
There are over 2.5km of the River Great Ouse running through the farm. These upper reaches are 
fast flowing and not very deep. There are fast runs over stone, more like an upland river. Flanked 
by water meadows and touching the railway at one point where there is a newly planted Osier bed 
(very fast growing). There are also good examples of obstacles restricting the river’s flow (fallen 
trees, branches etc).

Just after the railway is a fenced off area of bank with a newly planted spinney and an artificial 
otter holt. There is also a good example of a large unpollarded willow tree. In the next section of 
the water meadow, the nature of the river begins to change. The flow becomes slower (because of 
Tingewick Mill further downstream) and more sluggish, more typical of a lowland river. There is a 
great deal of aquatic plant growth in this stretch, including water lilies.

There are wonderful chances to study plant and insect 1ife such as damsellflies, dragonflies, and at 
times a good mayfly hatch. There are fish in the river and also crayfish (traps could be set prior to 
the visit). Signs of Otters are regularly.

Taking time to simply ‘be’
It is not easy in this modem life and with large groups or classes, to simple ‘be’. It is easy to forget that 
as adults we are more likely to have experienced many moments of wonder. The first time we saw the 
intricate and colourful design of a dragonfly or butterfly, the speed of running muntjac, the brightness 
of rosehips in a hedge, a lamb being born or simply the vastness of space looking across the valley. 
We hope the farm can provide some of these experiences for your students.

Ideas & possible projects
1.  Quiz.
2. General questions to prompt younger children.
3.  Design a poster to advertise Rectory Farm for education visits.
4.  Plan a nature trail through the farm (especially along the disused railway line), possibly with 

numbered stops at interesting points. This could be backed up by notes in a leaflet form.
5. Bird boxes could be numbered/named and school or individuals could keep box records.

Over to you (the teacher) and I hope the farm can help you.

 

 ‘In the end we will conserve only what we love,
 We love only what we understand.
 We understand only what we are taught.’
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General questions
How long, has the farm been in your family? 
How many people work on the farm?
Has it always been a mixed farm? 
What is your main crop?
Is this for profit or for animal feed?
Which crops are growing at the moment?
Which crop grows most quickly?
Which most slowly? 
Which crop needs most looking after?
Which crop needs most spent on it to keep it fed and pest free?
Do you grow any crops organically, if so what?
What large mobile equipment do you have?
What piece of equipment is used most often?
Which is the most expensive to run and keep?
Which crop needs most works?
Does the climate influence what you do?
Do the soils influence farming here?
Has the EC influenced the way you farm?
How many fields are kept as set-aside?
Do you receive Government subsidies, if so for what?
What measures are you taking to protect the environment?
Is the farm a 7 day a week job for you?
Do you have time of eg. holidays, week-ends?
How long is your farming day?
Do you work harder/longer hours at certain times of the year ?

Animals
How many sheep and cattle do you have?
Do they have names?
How many lambs have been born so far?
When were they born?
Will any more be born this year, if so when?
What happens to the sheep when the lambs are about to be born?
How do you look after the baby lambs?
Why are some bottle fed?
What happens to a lamb if the mother dies?
What happens if triplets are born?
How long do lambs stay with their mothers?
What happens when they grow up?
Which lambs are sold and when?
Which market do you use?
What happens to the older sheep?
How are the sheep kept healthy?
How do you feed the sheep in winter when the grass stops growing?
Where are the cattle kept?
How long do you keep them?
Which market do you use?
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Rectory farm quiz
1. What and where are two trees growing, as one?
2. It’s a living tree but looks as if it’s had a chimney fi re?
3. Where is the only Hornbeam on the farm?
4. Where can you fi nd bristles that used to be used in shaving brushes?
5. Where was there a bridge on the farm?
6. Where is the bridge now?
7. Where did you see a man with a gun?
8. Where is the only Lime (Tilia sp.) tree on the farm?
9. They should be by a motorway. What are they and where are they?
10. Two types of sleeper?
11. Where is the No 7?
12. Where can you go under the railway?
13. What catches magpies?
14. Where is the old track to the buildings?
15. They are American and kill their English cousins with the plague?
16. Two types of original railway fencing?
17. Where is the box No?
18. Where is a water trough fed by gravity?
19. It should not be nailed to a tree, what is it and where is it?
20. It’s twisted?
21. A big hole that stone came out of?
22. It’s slowly killing the tree?
23. They shouldn’t be in the fence line, but they fi ll a gap and sort of match?
24. You lay a....?
25. You pollard a....?
26. It’s upside down to help otters and pheasants?
27. What job is the 40 gallon oil drum doing?
28. Two poisonous plants by the river?
29. Beeching closed it?
30. It’s not a gate but it keeps animals in?
31. Who’s ‘spring cleaning’ their home on the railway?
32. Charlie, Brock, Old Sally and Harnser, what are they?
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Harvestman. Many people see the similarity of form and think that the harvestman, 
perhaps better known as the grand-daddy longlegs, is a kind of spider. Spiders have 
two body segments (see image above). The cephalothorax is the fused head and thorax 
regions, which is distinct from the abdomen. Harvestmen essentially have an oval body 
without the separation (see photo right). They also do not produce silk or a web. They 
are not true spiders.  

Ants. Ants form colonies that range in size from a few dozen predatory individuals living 
in small natural cavities to highly organised colonies consisting of millions of individuals. 
These larger colonies consist mostly of sterile wingless females forming castes of 
“workers”, “soldiers”, or other specialised groups. Nearly all ant colonies also have 
some fertile males called “drones” and one or more fertile females called “queens”. 
The colonies are sometimes described as superorganisms because the ants appear to 
operate as a unifi ed entity, collectively working together to support the colony.  

Earwigs. Earwigs are nocturnal; they often hide in small, moist crevices during the day, 
and are active at night, feeding on a wide variety of insects and plants. Earwigs undergo 
an average of 5 molts over the course of a year, their average life expectancy, before 
they become adults. Many earwig species display maternal care, which is uncommon 
among insects. Female earwigs are known to take care of their eggs, and even after they 
have hatched as nymphs will continue to watch over offspring until their second molt. 

Leaf bugs. Also known as grass bugs and capsid bugs, there are over 10,000 known 
species and new ones constantly being described. They are small, terrestrial insects, 
usually oval-shaped or elongate and measuring less than 12 millimetres (0.5 in) in length. 
Some are brightly coloured, others drab or dark. Some are ant mimics at certain stages 
of life. They are agricultural pests piercing plant tissues to feed on the juices.

Spring tails. Springtails are no longer considered insects because they have internal 
mouthparts rather than external mouthparts. They are normally less than 6 mm long, 
have six or fewer abdominal segments. Most species have an abdominal, tail-like 
appendage that is folded beneath the body to be used for jumping when the animal is 
threatened. It is held under tension and when released, snaps out, fl inging the springtail 
into the air. All of this takes place in as little as 18 milliseconds.

Aphids. Commonly know as greenfl y, blackfl y or whitefl y are small sap sucking insects. 
They are among the most destructive insect pests on cultivated plants in temperate 
regions. Aphids have soft bodies, which may be green, black, brown, pink or almost 
colourless. They feed themselves through sucking mouthparts enclosed in a sheath 
formed from modifi cations of the insect mouthparts. They have long, thin legs and two-
jointed, two-clawed. Most aphids have a pair of abdominal tubes through which they 
exude droplets of defensive fl uid called honeydew. Some species of ants “farm” aphids, 
protecting them in order to eat the honeydew. This is a “mutualistic relationship”.

Grassland Insect identifi cation
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Woodlice. The woodlouse has a shell-like exoskeleton, which it must progressively shed 
as it grows. The moult takes place in two stages; the back half is lost fi rst, followed 
two or three days later by the front. A female woodlouse will keep fertilised eggs on 
the underside of her body until they hatch into small, white offspring. The mother then 
appears to “give birth” to her offspring. Woodlice are not generally regarded as a serious 
household pest as they do not spread disease and do not damage wood or structures; 
however, their presence can indicate dampness problems

Pillbugs. These are a member of the woodlouse family, they are approximately the 
same size and live in very similar habitats, they roll up into a ball for defence. Another 
creature that is often confused with the pillbug, is the pill millipede. The pill millipede has 
thirteen body segments, whereas the woodlouse has eleven. In addition, pill millipedes 
are smoother, and resemble normal millipedes in overall colouring and the shape of the 
segments. Pill millipedes can be distinguished from woodlice on the basis of having two 
pairs of legs per body segment instead of one pair.

Grasshoppers. Grasshoppers have antennae that are almost always shorter than their 
body. They also have pinchers or mandibles that cut and tear off food. Those species that 
make easily heard noises usually do so by rubbing the hind legs against the forewings or 
abdomen, or by snapping the wings in fl ight. The hind legs are typically long and strong, 
fi tted for leaping. Grasshoppers prefer to eat grasses, leaves and cereal crops. Some 
will tend to eat from a single host plant, while others will eat from a variety of sources 
throughout the day.

Centipedes. Despite the name, centipedes can have a varying number of legs from 
under 20 to over 300. Centipedes have an odd number of pairs of legs, e.g. 15 or 17 
pairs of legs (30 or 34 legs) but never 16 pairs (32 legs). Centipedes have a rounded or 
fl attened head with a pair of antennae at the forward margin, they also have a pair of 
elongated mandibles. Behind the head, the body consists of fi fteen or more segments 
most bearing a single pair of legs.

Millipedes. Most millipedes have very elongated cylindrical bodies, although some are 
fl attened, while pill millipedes are shorter and can roll into a ball, like a pillbug. Common 
species have between 36 and 400 legs. Unlike centipedes and other similar animals, 
each segment bears two pairs of legs, rather than just one. This is because each is 
actually formed by the fusion of two embryonic segments. Due to their lack of speed 
and their inability to bite or sting, millipedes’ primary defense mechanism is to curl into a 
tight coil — protecting their delicate legs inside an armored body exterior.

Earth worms. The basic body plan of an earthworm is a tube, the digestive system, 
within a tube, the muscular slimy, moist outer body. Earthworms form the base of many 
food chains. They are preyed upon by many species of birds, snakes, mammals (e.g.  
foxes, hedgehogs, moles) and invertebrates (e.g. beetles, snails, slugs).

Grassland Insect identifi cation
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Honey Bees. Bees survive winter as a colony, the queen begins egg laying in mid to late 
winter, to prepare for spring. She is the only fertile female, and deposits all the eggs from 
which the other bees are produced. Both workers and queens are fed “royal jelly” during 
the fi rst three days of the larval stage. Then workers are switched to a diet of pollen and 
nectar or diluted honey, while those intended for queens will continue to receive royal 
jelly. Worker bees have a stinger with which they can sting to defend the hive, but unlike 
other bees and even unlike the queens of their own species, the stinger is barbed.

Snails. Snails can retract entirely into the shell when inactive or threatened. During dry 
and cold weather, the aperture of the shell is sealed with a thin membrane of dried 
mucus which helps the snail retain moisture. During times of activity the head and foot 
emerge. The head has four tentacles that can be retracted into the head. The upper two 
have eye-like light sensors, and the lower smaller two are tactile and olfactory sensory 
structures. The mouth is located beneath the tentacles, it is a minutely toothed ribbon, 
that is used for scraping or cutting food particles.

Ladybird and nymph. Also known as Ladybugs are considered useful insects as many 
species feed on aphids or scale insects, which are pests in gardens, agricultural fi elds, 
orchards. Ladybirds also require a source of pollen for food and are attracted to specifi c 
types of plants such as mustard and clover. Ladybirds are brightly colored to ward away 
potential predators and are also known to spray a toxin that is venomous to certain 
mammals and other insects when threatened.

Grassland Insect identifi cation
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Tally Total

Put a ✓ in the tally box for each creature collected then add up the totals.

Harvestman

Ant

Grassland Insect tally sheet

Earwig

Leaf bug

Springtail

Aphid

woodlouse

Pillbugs
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Tally Total

Put a ✓ in the tally box for each creature collected then add up the totals.

Millipede

Centipede

Grassland Insect tally sheet

Grasshopper

Earth worm

Honey bee

Snail

Ladybird

Ladybird nymph
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Caddisfly larva

Cased Caddisfly

Damselfly nympf

Dragonfly
 nympf

Freshwater shrimp

Water scorpion

Cyclops

Caddisfl ies. Also called sedge-fl ies or rail-fl ies, are small moth-like insects. Caddisfl ies 
have aquatic larvae and are found in a wide variety of habitats such as streams, rivers, 
lakes, ponds. The adult stage of caddisfl ies, in most cases, is very short-lived, usually 
only 1–2 weeks. Most adults are non-feeding and are equipped only to mate. The female 
caddisfl y lays its eggs by attaching them to plants above or below the water surface. 
Eggs hatch in as little as three weeks.

Caddisfl ies are considered underwater architects because they make protective cases 
of silk decorated with gravel, sand, twigs or other debris. They use the cases throughout 
their larval life, adding to, or enlarging them as they grow.

Cyclops. These are one of the most common of freshwater copepods they may range 
from ½–5 mm long and are clearly divided into two sections. The broadly oval front 
section comprises the head and the fi rst fi ve thoracic segments. The hind part is made 
up of the sixth thoracic segment and the four legless segments. The long fi rst antennae 
are used by the males for gripping the females during mating. Afterwards, the female 
carries the eggs in two small sacs on her body. 

Damselfl y nymph. Damselfl ies undergo incomplete metamorphosis, with an aquatic 
nymph stage. The female lays eggs in water, sometimes in underwater vegetation. 
Nymphs are carnivorous, feeding on daphnia, mosquito larvae, and various other small 
aquatic organisms, using extendable jaws similar to those of the dragonfl y nymph. The 
gills of damselfl y nymphs are large and external, resembling three fi ns at the end of the 
abdomen.

Dragonfl y nymph. Most of a dragonfl y’s life is spent in the nymph form, beneath the 
water’s surface, using extendable jaws to catch other invertebrates (often mosquito 
larvae) or even vertebrates such as tadpoles and fi sh. They breathe through gills in their 
rectum, and can rapidly propel themselves by suddenly expelling water through the 
anus. Some nymphs even hunt on land.

Freshwater shrimp. Approximately 20 mm in length. The body is laterally compressed 
and at rest it curls into a C-shape. They invariable swim on their sides. The upper 
antennae is longer than the lower pair and has a small branch part way along. The 
freshwater shrimp lives in streams, rivers and ponds. If the current is fast it will shelter 
in weed or under stones.

Water scorpions. Sometimes called needle bugs or water stick insects they feed 
primarily on invertebrates, but occasionally take small fi sh or tadpoles. The adult breaths 
by means of a tube thrust above the surface of the water. The female lays eggs above 
the waterline in mud, decomposing vegetation, the stems of plants or rotting wood.

Pond dipping & Insect identifi cation
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Great diving beetle

Larva of 

great d
iving beetle

Great pond snail

Rams horn snail

Leach

Mosquito
 larva

Mosquito pupa

W
ater B

o
atm

an

Swan mussel

Water flea (daphnia)

Water mite

Tally Total

Put a ✓ in the tally box for each creature collected then add up the totals.

Great diving beetle larva

Great diving beetle

Rams horn snail

Mosquito larva

Leech

Water fl ea

Great pond snail

Water boatman

Mosquito pupa

Water mite

Swan mussel

Pond dipping tally sheet
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Po
n

d
 Skater

Stonefly nymph

Mayfly nymph

Swan mussel
W

ater B
o

atm
an

Water flea (daphnia)

Pond dipping & Insect identifi cation

Mayfl y nymph. The nymph will moult 20 to 30 times over a period of a few months up 
to year, depending on the species. They nymphs live primarily in streams under rocks, 
decaying vegetation, or in the sediment. Most species feed on algae or diatoms, but 
there are a few predatory species. Mayfl y nymph are distinctive in that most have seven 
pairs of gills on the abdomen. In addition, most possess three long tails at the end of 
their bodies.

Pond skater. Water skaters can vary in length from 1.6 mm to 36 mm. One common 
feature is their elongated legs (only the fi rst pair is short and stubby) which the animals 
use for moving over the water surface. These are predatory insects which rely on surface 
tension to walk on top of water. They live on the surface of ponds, slow streams, marshes, 
and other quiet waters. There they hunt for insects and other small invertebrates on 
top of or directly below surface using their strong forelegs which end with claws. They 
paddle forward with the middle pair of their legs, using fore- and hind legs as a rudder.

Stonefl y nymph. The nymphs live in  well-oxygenated lakes and streams. Physically 
they resemble wingless adults, but often have external gills, which may be present on 
almost any part of the body they can also respire through the general body surface. Most 
species are herbivorous as nymphs, feeding on submerged leaves and algae, but many 
are hunters of other aquatic arthropods.The insects remain in the nymphal form for one 
to four years, depending on species, and undergo anything from 12 to 33 molts before 
emerging as adults. 

Swan mussel. The swan mussel is a large species of freshwater mussel, an aquatic 
bivalve mollusk. They are found in streams, rivers, ponds and lakes. The shell is thin but 
large 10 to 20 cm and rather fl at, with a pale greenish or brownish colour.

Water boatman. Also known as Backswimmers these are predators and attack prey as 
large as tadpoles and small fi sh, and can infl ict a painful “bite” on a human being. They 
inhabit still freshwater, e.g. lakes, pools, marshes, and are sometimes found in garden 
ponds. Although primarily aquatic, they can fl y well and so can disperse easily to new 
habitats. As the name indicates, these insects swim on their backs, vigorously paddling 
with their long, hair-fringed hind legs.

Water fl ea. The Water fl ea or Daphnia is a generic term for a number of small aquatic 
crustaceans characterised by their jumping or jerky mode of swimming. The the main 
part of the body is enclosed by a kind of shell, most are between 0.1 mm and 3 mm in 
length. Commonly found in fresh water of all descriptions although some species are 
found in brackish waters. They mostly eat small algae and microscopic phytoplankton 
but some are also grazers and detritus feeders.
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Water spider

Whirligig beetle

Whirligig beetle larva

Pond dipping & Insect identifi cation

Water mite

Water spider. Also known as the diving bell spider live entirely under water breathing 
air trapped in a bubble held by hairs on its abdomen and legs. The females build an 
underwater “diving bell” web which they fi ll with air and use for digesting prey, molting, 
mating and raising offspring. They live almost entirely within the bells, darting out to 
catch prey animals that touch the bell or the silk threads that anchor it. The males have 
a more active hunting style and are better swimmers than females. They eat various 
aquatic insects and crustaceans. Their fangs are robust enough to pierce human skin 
and the bite is said to be quite painful.

Whirligig beetle. The whirligig beetles normally live on the surface of the water. They get 
their common name from their habit of swimming rapidly in circles when alarmed, and 
are also notable for their divided eyes which can see both above and below water. 

They are also known for their grouping behavior, a survival mechanism which helps them 
to avoid predation. Their places in the group are thought to be determined by a number 
of factors, including hunger, sex, species, water temperature, age, parasite level and 
stress level.

Water mite. These are tiny parasites that feed on the body fl uids of other creatures. Their 
legs have hooks that allow them to hold onto their prey while feeding. Water mites have 
eight legs making them a member of the spider family and can be between 2mm and 
5mm.
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Cased Caddisfly

Damselfly nympf

Dragonfly
 nympf

Freshwater shrimp

Water scorpion

Po
n

d
 Skater

Stonefly nymph

Mayfly nymph

Water spider

Whirligig beetle

Whirligig beetle larva

Tally Total

Put a ✓ in the tally box for each creature collected then add up the totals.

Caddisfl y

Damselfl y nymph

Freshwater shrimp

Mayfl y nymph

Stonefl y nymph

Whirligig beetle larva

Dragonfl y nymph

Water scorpion

Pond skater

Water spider

Whirligig beetle

Pond dipping tally sheet
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Great diving beetle

Larva of 

great d
iving beetle

Great pond snail

Rams horn snail

Leach

Mosquito
 larva

Mosquito pupa

W
ater B

o
atm

an

Swan mussel

Water flea (daphnia)

Water mite

Tally Total

Put a ✓ in the tally box for each creature collected then add up the totals.

Great diving beetle larva

Great diving beetle

Rams horn snail

Mosquito larva

Leech

Water fl ea

Great pond snail

Water boatman

Mosquito pupa

Water mite

Swan mussel

Pond dipping tally sheet
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Conservation

The dipping pond
The dipping pond was created in 2005 at the source of a natural spring.
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The railway line
One of our early tasks on the farm was the clearing of the old disused railway line. This has produced 
a more varied environment for wildlife plus a much needed access route to various parts of the farm. 
The following pictures show the progressive improvement of the line.
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The osier beds
Osier, a type of Willow is a useful crop on the farm providing canes, stakes and whips for use when 
hedge laying.

Osier sticks ready for planting

Harvesting the osier bed

One years growth

Typical produce of canes, stakes and whips for 
use when hedge laying
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Field hedgerows
Since we arrived here at Rectory Farm we have gradually been re-planting the hedgerows around the 
farm. Certain areas have been coppiced and large areas of hedgerow have been layed.
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Nature ponds
In 2015 we decided to clear an area of scrub known as the old quarry to make several new nature 
ponds. It was a large project requiring the use of heavy machinery. The following pictures show the 
progression of the ponds.

Clearing the quarry, October 2015

Digging the ponds, January 2016

Completed ponds, August 2016
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Railway line ponds
In 2015 we decided to create some nature ponds along the side of the railway line. The ponds were 
started in October 2015, the following pictures show the progress between then and August 2016.
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Waterfowl wetlands
In 2009 we decided to re-establish the old water meadow drainage ditch to create a wetland for 
waterfowl. Special machinery was used to scrape out the soil to form a shallow dish shaped ditch. 
The photographs below show the ditch under construction and an aerial photos of it in October 
before fl ooding and in January as it started to fi ll with water.
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Wildbird seed plots
The wildbirds are very important to us. Over the years we have put up countless “small bird” boxes 
as well as larger owl boxes. We also have areas set aside for crops specifi cally grown to feed certain 
species of birds that live on the farm.
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Wildbird research
Research at Rectory Farm is conducted on behalf of the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) involving 
the regular Ringing of birds. Ringing aims to monitor survival rates of birds and collect information 
about their movements. This information provides vital support for conservation efforts as it helps to 
understand how these processes infl uence population sizes over time and identifying these mechanisms 
is the fi rst step in reversing declines of many farmland birds.
The British and Irish Ringing Scheme is organised by the BTO. Over 900,000 birds are ringed in 
Britain and Ireland each year by over 2,600 trained ringers, most of whom are volunteers. You can 
also help by reporting any ringed bird you fi nd which will be a valuable contribution to this research.
Ringing birds is essential if we are to learn about how long they live and when and where they move 
to. Placing a lightweight, uniquely numbered, metal ring around a bird’s leg provides a reliable and 
harmless method of identifying birds as individuals. At Rectory Farm over 1000 birds are caught and 
ringed every year. Birds are caught by using mist nets placed across there fl ight path to and from the 
wild bird food crops grown extensively on the farm. Many of the birds caught at Rectory Farm are of 
signifi cant conservation concern such as Yellowhammer, Reed Bunting and Tree Sparrow.
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Contact Us

Address: George & Ann Eaton.
 Rectory Farm,
 Water Stratford Hill,
 Tingewick,
 Bucks. MK18 4PD

Email: rectoryfarm121@gmail.com

Telephone: 01280 848587

‘Live your life as if you will die tomorrow.
               Farm as if you will live forever’. 
                                                                                   A G Street


